SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

any military or naval movement contemplated
later on. But Sun felt satisfied that the plan he
had conceived, that of capturing a gunboat in
the midst of the foreign shipping of Shanghai,
would produce the effect of awaking the lethargic
Chinese element to the necessity for action against
the now openly declared imperial policy of Yuan.

The revolutionist attack on Yuan's gunboat
was successfully made, and Sun's Dare-to~Dies
were soon in possession of it from bow to stern,
having taken all on board as prisoners.

Having effected the capture of the gunboat
with small loss of life, Sun's men then proceeded
to attempt to carry out the rest of the program
by forcing the surrender of the other gunboat
through the use of the cannon on the one which
they had already captured. All would have gone
well, had it not been for the lightning-action of
the Chinese keeper of the ammunition on the
captured Yuan Shih Kai boat. The Dare-to-Dies,
having possessed themselves of the guns, de-
manded surrender of the keys to open the door
of the ammunition-chamber, for to use the cannon
to capture the other boat the cannon had to be
loaded. A flash through the air was the answer
to this command, the ammunition keeper having
thrown overboard the key to the iron ammuni-
tion-compartment. Even against the fire from
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